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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a maintenance 
mechanism for an ink jet head whereby a printed 
material is not contaminated by ink that remains by 
adhering to a lower end of a side face of an ink jet head 
and sticks on a paper face during printing. 
SOLUTION: An ink collecting means 22 is provided to a 
side face of a wiping device 2 of the ink jet head 1 in a 
scanning region of the ink jet head 1. The main section 
of the ink collecting means 22 consists of an ink 
collecting roller case 26, a shaft 24a of which both ends 
are rotatably supported by right and left side walls 26a, 
26b of the roller case 26 and a pair of ink collecting 
rollers 24, 24 each being pivoted to a portion in the 
vicinity of each of the right and left ends of the shaft 
24a. A part of the inside of the pair of ink collecting 
rollers 24, 24 is disposed to be brought into contact with 
both ends of the ink jet head 1 under pressure. The ink 
collecting roller 24 is made of a porous elastic material 
such as a felt, a sponge, a laminated absorbent paper or 
an already-known polymer collecting material. 
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